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SUMMARY 


1. (C) HAVING HELD A BOISTEROUS THOUGH PEACEFUL MARCH ON 
SEPTEMBER 20, THE CHAVISTAS IN APURE OFFERED TO POLOFF 
THEIR DEFENSE OF "PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY" AND FEARED THAT 
THE OPPOSITION WOULD ATTEMPT TO DEPOSE CHAVEZ BY FORCE. 
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2. (U) THE CHAVISTA MARCH IN SAN FERNANDO DE APURE 
SEPTEMBER 20 WAS A BOISTEROUS, THOUGH PEACEFUL, AFFAIR. 
ESTIMATED ABOUT 3,000 B6 
DARTIGPATED. FIFTH REPUBLIC MOVEMENT LEGISLATOR[_ | B6 
BRAGGED THAT ALL THEIR MARCHERS "WERE RIGHT FROM Bé 
APURE,” WHILE THE OPPOSITION'S SOMEWHAT LARGER MARCH 
CONSISTED OF TRUCKED-IN OUTSIDERS. A FEW OF THE 
PARTICIPANTS COMPLAINED THAT A GLOBOVISION FILM CREW FAILED 
TO COVER THE MARCH AND THAT THE PRESS WAS IN GENERAL BIASED 
AGAINST THEM. TO PROVE THIS POINT, |__| SHOWED POLOFF B6 
A HEADLINE IN THE LOCAL NEWSPAPER THE NEXT DAY DESCRIBING 
THETRS AS THE "OFFICIAL" MARCH AND THE OPPOSITION'S AS THE 
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"DEMOCRATIC" MARCH. 
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3. (U) PRIOR TO THE SEPTEMBER 20 MARCH, POLOFF MET WITH 
SEVERAL CHAVISTA LEADERS FROM APURE'S BOLIVARIAN PATRIOTIC 
BLOC--THE FIFTH REPUBLIC MOVEMENT (MVR), FATHERLAND FOR ALL 
(PPT), THE POPULAR ELECTORAL MOVEMENT (MEP), AND THE 
VENEZUELAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCV). THEY WERE ANXIOUS TO 
ENGAGE IN AN "EXCHANGE" WITH, AS ONE PUT IT, "THE SECOND 
SECRETARY FROM THE MOST POWERFUL COUNTRY IN THE WORLD." 
OVERALL THEIR TONE WAS FRIENDLY; ONLY THE COMMUNISTS SEEMED 


ALOOF. 


3. (U) THE OVERRIDING THEME WAS THEIR PERCEPTION OF THE 
"FASCIST" OPPOSITION'S PLANS TO OVERTHROW PRESIDENT CHAVEZ, 
AGAIN. ASKED RHETORICALLY B6 
WHY THE OPPOSITION WON'T WAIT FOR THE RECALL REFERENDUM 

NEXT AUGUST. HE SAID THE CHAVISTAS WERE CONTENT TO PURSUE 

THIS PROCEDURE, BECAUSE IT'S STRICTLY CONSTITUTIONAL, BUT 

THE OPPOSITION KNOWS THEY CANNOT WIN IT. NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
peers POR ee a) 
[__] ADDED HE WAS AWARE OF PLANS TO KILL CHAVEZ, BUT HE B6 
ACKNOWLEDGED HE HAD NO IDEA OF HOW SERIOUS THESE ARE. 
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JUSTIFIED THE SHOOTING BY CHAVISTA LOYALISTS ON APRIL 11 AS 
AN ACT OF SELF-DEFENSE BECAUSE "THE POLICE FIRED FIRST." 
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